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"b> It Ln alleged that Peter Florin. * the leading foreign-policy’ eagpe:>.*t ; of the SEP c ¥ 
Ga&tetl Oaoaittee 5 mode the following statements at. -a meeting of. *■ ‘ 

leading Seat German functionaries? ' ' : 

It is to be expected that, In free sieetioJBin which political parties 
and mss organisations participates the bonrgeoia«<i^)oocratie forces 
vine Howver* guarantees must be given before such electi ons tele 
place that the provisions of the Potsdam Agreement calling for deodli- 
tarimtion be retained, that public ownership of heavy* basic and ahemi- 
cal industries continue, and that confiscated holdings of 'large land- 
owners be retained fcv the small, farmers to whom they were distributed^ 

2* Hermann Mat-em f & speech and an SED Central. Committee resolution on the oc~ 
m&lori of the 35th eumlwraary of the founding of tha KPt empbasf g«d that 
aow is the time for a real battle to democratise West Germany. r ‘ha Central 
Dcra&ite© resolution holds up East Germany as an example fox all of Germany 
•md emphasises that no advances made by Bast German will be Gtiri 
The 1953 West German ©.lections are characterized m an errone ©us decision j 
the GH) leadership is again cast! gated «■ 3 . :=. 

3v Ibe East G&man press also emphasised the East-West German ccmmoi-actidii aim 
In stressing the request of the East Berlin Magistrat to t h# We&t Berlin 
House of Kepreeantativee for a combined effort to achieve joint firman irepre- 
mentation at tha Berlin Four-Power conference . Similar efforts are evidenced 
by e. large-scale letter-writing campaign on the part of promimeSl, Bast .Berlin 
intellect uala writing to West Berlin citizens urging common action to, 
joint East-West Gorman ra^reeent-atloii at the Berlin co:nf , * t- 

4? It is alleged that the SED leadership sees as a definite result of the » Berlin 
conference either unification of East and West Gennany or irrevocable 4£tsoh«- 
mnt of East Gcmjcny to the Eastern Bloc J* * \ 

5 -■ It was generally expected that food prices in the East . German H 0 -.fjfc 6 ree! muSld 
be reduced again prior to the Berlin conference* During t 2 ie holiday mmcsv' 
the HD stores in large cities and Industrial centers voice imH stc&s^h.dtK ' 
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food and ? in ts&tm ar ©&e 3 with textiles* Mild weather has allowed eone5,cterabl® 

?d legation of the potato ^calamity" in Sraony end has allowed the successful 
jompletioB of planting* No 1 nf© 3 $a&ticm is available as to whether land deserted 
by fartaasre who fled Bast Genn&ay is again undox* cultivation or not, 

A high d®gr©e of unrest and dlssatlefi action in the population® of &elt;5 tad 
other middle German cities end towns wei causey by th© requisitioning of count- 
less ficuss on the part of Russian aattlierities*^ 

V . During the last four month® the LDP £g&&fc secretaries in &or% Halle* Lelpsig* ■ 
and Magdeburg were 'arrestccU They ha^e not as yet b®sm tr±*3d* 

fu It is reported that leading 3KB functionaries expect that a Minister of Educa- 
tion ami Culture will be appointed in January and that Helmut Sbltshaner^. 
present head of the East .Gesnsian Art CoiKmiesion^ will he retired ffeia the • 
political scene* 

9 „, ?ate^ Pries lias been ercafimud fia head of the Agitation Apartment/ of tha 
;$m Genial GcMitt©©* He is ab&it 25 year® of age* coi^a from the rasks of 
the FDJ* was a student for two years at the Karl Marx Acadssgr* then second 
ssorstoxsr at ih© SED directorate Rostock* The fate of his prodeeweor* 

’domrt JCcrb* is not taown. 

,ijj a Paul Venus*, not mentioned in the 15th end l6th Central Committee plenum i&efi&m®* 
is again listed ae Secretary of the Central Comm ittee. He le regarded as an 
hxbrioht man* 

XJ ,, Otto Sebeca* also not mentioned in rsaent months* possibly v Ul u agaia appears 
:?3 aoyeral reports as being; in the Central (kss&ittoco fie is regarded as an 
Olbrioht iu&su 

'i2, Esneet Lohagen sillcgedXy is on the way back into th© good graces of the part yv 
He is said to work in Potsdtg in a "revision** capacity.® Ee is not yet back 

in the SID Central Oc^itte ©. 7 


It is not clear if this is the view of the SSD. or of the 
Hussion Foreign Ministry* Th© views of the 3l$B and Moscow are not nocassarily 
identical* Possibly in an effort to 'prevent its own elimination,, the SEB 
leadership is attempting to pas h M;soow into an adamant stand on the Potato 
Agreement* It is interesting to note in this connection that Iflbricht is not 
listed ..among- the participants celebrating the 35th anniversary of th© &PD tt It 
±? f possible that Blbrioht in in Kwisla tofr®&@nt the view of the SED Politburo 
on the Berlin conference, 

Jj{qp 3 g|g£s la attempting to determine how the 5ED view coincides or con«* 
mats' with that of the Hessians* it ie interesting to not© that the official 
Bueei an newspaper* in a post^holid^ ^ihlo calls 1954 

the year of opportunity for the German people* The article goes on testate 
that tha New Course In the Bu®sion««©ecupled part of Genxsai^g is net to be con- 
hi dsred an isolated ph mernmn* Hi© New Course is not* the article states* 
only for, the people of East Germas^r* tot has in it further great goals. Th© 
article . goes on to state that in contrast to the Adenauer rdgime the people 
and government of East Germany havc^fxm th© bsgiaaing* considered their State 
an a provisional state (XtoviaoriuraJ* a first step in the ©stablisSzment of a 
peaceful, democratic^ md unified Uormvnr* - • - 

Appeals to West ''German workers and farmers indicate that primary 
^'tphaaie'is.aio longer on a National Front* but on sem type of "united actio a" 
t::;ctio C worker© * and peasants potato)* Th© Haters* speech chowa confusion! on 

os© howl- the speech ' seems to it?- pert! ally in preparation’ of the forthcoming SSB 
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oonfto waee* with the aim of etmngthmiag the position of the S®3) 3 b East 
the other hand, it ©eeke united action with Host Gexvuaoy in the 
fight for joint Eeet»Weet G&sm an participation at tte ^ Fom^Po^r oonfermoe* 


timing of Eastern Bleo party conferences (in Poland as 
'S*w2y as Feteuaxy) indicates that the German problem la pessihlg? on the agenda 
cf the®© ftoGafasremee* The SED leadership appears primarily interested its 
participation of the last Ctoumn govemftaat* in the Berlin oonferetas© sod 
strangulating the opposition te Ghanealles 1 Mmaner In West Oftimastf® 


s-l . LgteSEBB&f ®»l»s?fce weei^^d, principally through th® Western Prase, haw 
iodloeted that the Russian SMttlaitlosdftg is for the rnsrpos© of Bt^pplyiag 
housing for the dependent te of mm offiesre of all ranks* Formerly only 
genesna- offiMNi feM this privilege* 


JS&3S0B&* Feasibly SEED Revision GcfcMsslon* 

. It Is aotewr^r that the Berfta- trial peeducwd m mqm® t® for 

■tflel of fey^^ntadt sad Zelssor, who in the $Sf> Central Coa^dttee resolution 
ceoaaion of the 35th enni?«r»fijr^ of the KM) appear as the.- tt Seeial 
Btooenftte ffeMtiat.* 3here are m indications that He^astedt and Zoiesctt 

toider B%?r<m'b v Also notable in- ps^pag&nda heralding the S® party eosiferasiee 
|® federate tone, need in. treating of parly fan©t5onarlee who hove deviated 
ii?® the p-arty lins» Ibis tmopsrate handling of 'diviatioBtetc leads to the 
p®m%K l® assumption -that m great puzgp is in the offing and that th© BED i@ 

»t to fceecsae an elite <utis i «~tyM pasty. 
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